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Wendy Wood (1960-1983) 
Daughter of Howard E Wood & Nancy Lopez 


BIOGRAPHY WRITTEN BY HOWARD G Woop 


By way of introduction, this 
brief sketch of Wendy's life 
has been written by me, her 
older brother. 

| was very fortunate (though 
we don’t know it at the time) 
to share 21 years of daily life 
with Wendy (with the exception of 2 
years, when | was in Texas serving a 
Mission for the LDS Church). 
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Howard G Wood 


The purpose of this undertaking was to 
preserve those precious memories in 
Wendy's life. To do this, | used my 

High School - personal knowledge of our shared 

sei experiences, and the letters she had sent to 
me, while | was on my Mission. In addition, there was an 
abundance of photos, documents, certificates, etc. that has 
helped me build a well-rounded sketch of her life, brief as it was, 
here on Earth. 


My primary audience for this undertaking is for my mother, 
myself, and my children and their descendants. Secondarily, for 
those siblings, aunts, uncles, and cousins who shared a close 
bond with Wendy. 


| felt so close to Wendy while undertaking this project, and | so 
wish | had created even more shared memories with her, but I’m 
sure this is the way with most all of us who have lost a loved 
one. 


The incorporation of photos, certificates, documents, and letters 
into this biography was important to me. | had to make this work 
as complete as | could. This required several steps: 15*, | had to 
search for as many photos as | could possibly find. 2", | 
painstakingly scanned those photos/negatives, which then gave 
me a digitalized file of that photo. 3°, | then spent the 


necessary hours using Photoshop to remove any scratches & 
other blemishes. 4t", the last step was to restore the color, tone, 
brightness, contrast, etc., all of which was necessary to give the 
maximum enjoyment from that photo, document, etc.. My goal 
was to restore and captured “the memories” that was created 
some 35- 60 years ago. This endeavour has been most rewarding 
to me. 


So, let’s begin... 


Wendy Wood was born on the 
10‘ of December 1960. The 
hospital, Twe LITTLE COMPANY OF 
Mary, iS located in the north 
end of Torrance, California. 
The City of Torrance is rather 
large, and located in the 
section of Los Angeles County 


known as the South Bay. THE LITTLE COMPANY OF MARY 
HoSPITAI 


Wendy was the second child 

born to Howard E Wood & Nancy Lopez. Wendy’s older brother, 
Howard, was 16 months older, while her brother, Mark, was 26 
months younger. Wendy was 11 years old when her one and only 
sister, Kara, was born. 

(Our birth years: 1959, 
1960, 1963, and 
1971) 


Wendy’s Home Life 
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after she put the kitchen light on”. 


Our first homes: 1921 & 1917 W. 222nd St. 


Downtown Torran ~ ers: a 


it was an easy wa lom. There was 
the J.J. Newberys cent Store, Foster. 
Freeze ice creqg@mand the Torrance Bakery 
We loved all thé small items for sale in 
Newberry’s, including small pets, like tho. 
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wooden floor!! 

Dad always bought the best ice cream from 
Thrifty Drug store, like raspberry wave, and 
rocky road, however, we still love the soft ice cream in a cone 
from Foster Freeze. 


In that same larger 2 bedroom house, we B 
ayonet. 
also had a nice polished hardwood floor. One 


afternoon, and | don’t remember where Mom 
& Dad were, Wendy and | decided to tack 
down the new area rug that Mom & Dad had 
just bought. Why did we do it?? Together we 
hammered at least 20-30 tacks, with me doing the hammering, 
and Wendy handing me the tacks. 


This reminds me of the time our two hamsters got loose, we 
never did find them. In that house, we had a cat for a short 
while, two Guinea pigs, and a medium size tortoise named 
touché. 


Though Wendy was the middle child, for the first 11 years of her 
life, she didn’t have the typical Middle Child Syndrome. Wendy 
didn’t have to share the same fun and activities that Mark and | 
had engaged in. Wendy always had her close girl friends to do 
things with. 


Wendy most definitely had her own set of friends. One of her 
earliest friends was a girl by the name of Debbie Billings. Debbie 
and her family were members of the Torrance 1*t Ward. The 
Billings family lived just up the block and across one street. 


One friday night, Wendy was to spend the night at Debbie’s, and 
all was well for the first few hours, then she got homesick. So, in 


the middle of the night, Wendy came home and gently knocked 
on our front door. Wendy was lonely for her family (Imagine!), 
and had to come home on her own, not leaving a message with 
anyone at Debbie’s - Imagine their reaction the next morning! 


On a few occasions, 
however, Wendy & Mark 
did go swimming with 
me and my best friend, 
George. There are 
photos of Wendy & Mark 
at the tide pools, and at 
George’s birthday party. 


George and 1 hada 
“club”, with a theme of 
wild cats, sucha 


Wendy, Mark, Howard, George, Ray, 
leopards and lions. George’s mother, and Martin 


Notice George’s leopard 
print vest, Mark and | had one as well. 


George’s dad had built a grand two story fort for George. In that 
fort, we cooked toast, hot dogs, toasted cheese sandwiches, 
etc., all with a hot plate. In the letter below, George proposed 
making Wendy a member of our club!! 
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Torrance Elementary was 
the school we attended. It 
was about a mile away, 
and we enjoyed the walk 
to school. | say we 
enjoyed the walk, 
because we never really 
minded the walk. Torrance Elementary School 


| remember the both us, 

and later Mark, walking to school during some of the thickest 
foggy mornings. As a short-cut, we would cut through a housing 
estate, down a step dirt embankment and over the railroad 
tracks, then through the Torrance Park parking lot. Imagine! 


| remember the beginning of one school year, Mom got us 
dressed in our new school clothes, with packed lunches in hand, 
off we went ... full of excitement, and some anxiety. However, 
when we arrived, there were no other children anywhere to be 
seen. We were a week early!!! Imagine. 


One day, after school was over, 
Wendy had followed a couple of 
her friends as they walked home 
from school, only they didn’t go 
home, but rather their 
afterschool day care. It was next 
to Torrance High School, which 
was about 5 blocks from our 
house. | don’t think Wendy 
thought twice about being there 
doing art work, etc., buta 
teacher, who also worked at 
Torrance Elementary, knew who 
Wendy was, and followed 
Wendy’s directions to our house. 
The center was just across the 
road from our Polliwog creek. 
She arrived in a new blue 


SEE THE APPENDIX FOR WENDY’S SCHOOL PICTURES, CERTIFICATES, AWARDS, AND REPORT 
CARDS. 


Mustang. How classy!! Wendy would have been in Kindergarten 
(age 5). 

Torrance Elementary was an open air campus, that had many 
buildings, all connected with covered hallways throughout the 
whole school. This was such a blessing on those raining & 
scorching hot days. 


On the occasional saturday morning, we 
would look for those red rubber playground 
balls that found their way on the roofs of 
buildings & the covered hallways. We would 
always find at least one ball. | must have 
thought it was a free for all if the balls 
landed on top of the hallways. We even tried 
our luck at Torrance High, hoping to find 
either a volleyball, basketball, or soccer ball. 
| don’t think | ever told anyone this, other than writing this now 
in Wendy’s biography. | was definitely under 10 years of age, 
and Wendy would have been 7 or 8. 


Other saturday mornings, Wendy and | would often go down to 
polliwog creek. Why we gave it that name, will become quite 
obvious. The creek was about 5 blocks away, and we would find 
frogs, toads, their tadpoles and eggs. Never brought any 
creatures home though, and I’m sure mother was happy about 
that. 


After School T.V. show -- Dark Shadows 


Wendy first knew about this 
new T.V. show, called Dark 
Shadows. Shortly after a few 
episodes, | too was watching 
it religiously. 


| remember almost running 
home to see Dark Shadows on 
channel 7. It seems like we 
ran home, but I’m sure we 
didn’t. We did, however, love 


this show. It had vampires, witches, warlocks, werewolves, time 
travel, etc ... 


DARK SHADOWS WAS AN AMERICAN GOTHIC SOAP OPERA THAT DEPICTED THE LIVES, LOVES, 
TRIALS, AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE WEALTHY COLLINS FAMILY OF COLLINSPORT, MAINE, 
WHERE A NUMBER OF SUPERNATURAL OCCURRENCES TAKE PLACE. 


Planning for the Future 


While we were going to Torrance 
Elementary, the U.S. Government 
had a program to obtain a Savings 
Bond by buying Saving Stamps ona 
weekly basis. The school had a 
table set up in front of the school 
auditorium. We could buy Stamps 
for 10 cents, 25 cents, 50 cents, $1, 
or $5. 


A full 25-cent booklet contained 75 
stamps and was worth $18.75, 

which was the initial price of a $25 
war bond. Thus, a full 25-cent 

booklet would be exchanged for a $25 
war bond with a time to maturity of ten Sianine 
years. 
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The Measles, Mumps, and Chicken Pox 


One Christmas morning, 
Wendy and |! both woke up 
with the Mumps. On 
another occasion, Wendy 
and Mark both woke up 
with the Chicken Pox. The 
next year, we all shared 
the Measles. 


It was on a Saturday 
morning when Mom took 
me & Wendy to get our 
Polio jab. Once there, | got 
my jab first, but when it 
was her turn, Wendy 
decided against having 
her jab, they had to catch her first. She ran behind chairs and 
under tables. Whether she had the jab or not, | don’t know, all | 
remember is her running all over the office. We had no other 
vaccines, just the polio. We just went through the natural 
process of having those childhood diseases, and are the better 
for it. 


Visit by Grandma & Grandpa Wood 
It was in the summer of 1966 = 7 
that Dad’s parents came down if 
for a visit. Grandma, whose iil of 
maiden name is Greenhalgh, ii 
had three brothers living 
within 30 minutes of our 
house. Those three great 
uncles of ours were: Bill, 
Elmer, and Bob Greenhalgh. 


The one memory | have of 
their visit is going to the 
Hostess Bakery. They had the 
day old stock of breads, and 
other baked items, and the 
prices were marked down. 


Well, what made it memorable is that we got lost. Mom was 
giving directions to Grandpa as we drove, but in the end we all 
made it safely back. 


Visit by Aunt Connie & 
Cousins 


The year looks to be 1967 
or perhaps 1967. What | 
like about this photo is 
that shows the front of our 
house. 


Dad’s in the picture, so we 
know it’s a saturday 
afternoon or a Sunday. 


Wendy is just to the left of 
Dad, with me & Mark 
behind. Next to Aunt Connie 
is Theresa, and next to 
Mother is Stanley, Steven, 
Anita, and then Lisa (next 
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Visit by Grandpa Lopez 


Most summers, in the mid 60s & 
early 70s, we would spend a few 
weeks in Sacramento. We always 
looked forward to visiting Mom’s 
family. This included Grandpa 
Lopez, his children (mom's half 
brothers & sisters), and lots of 
aunts, uncles, and many cousins. 


1968 - Grandpa Lopez 
accompanied us home on the 
train. It was an Amtrak journey 
home. Grandpa had his Train 
Pass, a perk for working for Southern Pacific Rail for so many 
years. As | remember, Grandpa brought a leg of pork with him. | 
can only imagine how Dad would have been so very happy to 


receive. Grandpa Lopez raised hogs, a cow, rabbits, and 
chickens. 


VACATIONS 


Sacramento, CA 


Throughout the years, we did 
vacation in Sacramento a lot. It 
seemed like there was a wedding 
most every year. How we loved 
the wedding cakes, and the 
Mexican food. Both Aunt Connie 
and Aunt Cecilia had swimming 
pools, and nothing beats the heat 
in Sacramento as does a good 
Swim in 

the pool. It was such a fantastic 
treat to be with our cousins. I’m 
not sure how to describe what 
fun it was, it seems with cousins 1967 Summer trip to 
there is an instamatic bond, at al aha 

least that’s what we felt. 


Salt Lake City, Utah 


1966 - the summer we visited 
Dad’s family in Salt Lake City. 


| do remember a bar-b-que at 
Aunt Kay’s house, and | recall 
venison (deer meat) being on 
the menu. Uncle Larry and Uncle 
Ron were game hunters. | remember us children playing in the 
basement of Uncle Ron’s huge old house, not far from Grandma 
& Grandpa’s home on 


California Ave. 1st row: Grandpa & 
: . : Grandma, Wendy, Laurie, 
Two cousins, in particular, were Tiffany. 


Wendy’s age: Tiffany Rutherford, 2nd row: Mark, Howard. 
3rd row: Kay, Mom & Dad, 


and Laurie Wood. Aunt Kay had four daughters: Tiffany, Jennifer, 
Melanie, and Mindy. Uncle Ron’s daughter, Laurie was his only 
daughter. Uncle Dick had two daughters: Debbie, and Jennifer. 
All more or less Wendy’s age. 


Local Amusement Parks 


How fortunate were we to have both Disneyland & Knott’s Berry 
Farm within 30 minutes of our house. In addition, we also had 
Marineland just 15 minutes away, and Magic Mountain about 45 
minutes. 


We did, as a family, frequent these amusement parks maybe 
once a year. Knott’s more so because it was free to get into the 
park, and you could then buy tickets as you needed them. When 
cousins would come to visit us, going to Disneyland was always 
going to be on the agenda. 


Knott’s Berry Farm Disneyland 


Disneyland flor 
WATER WORLD 


©1971 al mayton publication: 
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We hope that your visit with us today will be 
ahappy and memorable experience for you and 


many wonderful adventures in the Magic King- 
dom May your day at Disneyland be a pleasant 
one + Return and visit us again soon. 


WALT DISNEY PRODUCTIONS 
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Easter Sundays 


Easter 


It seems like Mother had made it her mission to make sure we 
had new clothes and pictures for Easter. 


On the Bicycle 


For my 8* birthday, Mom & Dad gave 

me anew Schwinn bicycle, and | would 
often give Wendy a ride. We rode up & 
down the block, and around the block. 


One afternoon, however, while giving 
her a ride, Wendy let out a scream and 
the bike came to a skidding halt. Wendy 
had gotten her foot caught in the spokes 
of the back wheel. | remember exactly 
where 
it 
happened, about 30 yards 
from our house. 

Luckily, we had a nurse living 
in the house right next to us. 
Mrs. Turner, was an elderly 
lady with white hair, quite 
nice and had a southern 
accent. Well, Mrs. Turner 
brought Wendy in her house, 
and | remember her wrapping 
Wendy’s ankle up with one of 
those elastic bandages. I’m sure it was minor, because that’s the 
last | remember of the mishap. 


The Helm’s Bakery 
Truck 


| remember the Helms 
Bakery truck stopping in 
front of our house many 
times. We loved the 
wonderful aroma when 
those back backdoors were 
opened. 


The Bakery stopped the trucks in 1969, so we had the last 
couple of years’ worth before it all ended. 


Church 


“The Helms Bakery was a southern California fixture for 
decades, from 1931 to 1969. Their slogan was “Daily at Your 
Door” and their products were delivered throughout southern 
California by delivery wagons packed with fresh loaves of 


Being members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints, we had two meetings each & every Sunday. Sunday 
School was 1 % hours in the mornings, and in the afternoon was 
Sacrament Meeting, also 1 % hours. Primary was held on 
wednesday afternoons. 


Our walk to Church took all of 10 minutes. We lived about 4 
blocks away and only had to cross one street. It seemed as if 
every sunday was a sunny day. It was a glorious walk with both 
Mom & Dad. Sometimes after Church, Mom & Dad would take us 
to McDonald’s for lunch. No Happy Meals back then. 


Our Ward building was truly a building to remember. In addition 
to our regular church meetings on sunday & wednesdays, we 
also had the occasional ward dinners, plays, sports, and 
Christmas time bazaars*. 


At those bazaars would be craft items, homemade gifts and 
baked goods. 


The Torrance 1°* Ward building, 
at the corner of Cabrillo Ave. & 220° 


A BAZAAR !IS A TRADITION TO DO A BIT OF FUNDRAISING, AND TO GET FOLKS IN THE 
HOLIDAY SPIRIT. 
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Sunday School room was a huge double room, 


met for Sunday School & Primary*. 


Below are a couple of songs | know Wendy loved to sing. The 
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* “PRIMARY HELPS CHILDREN FEEL HEAVENLY FATHER'S LOVE FOR THEM, LEARN AND 


UNDERSTAND THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, FEEL AND RECOGNIZE THE INFLUENCE OF THE 


HOLY GHOST, AND PREPARE TO MAKE AND KEEP SACRED COVENANTS. PRIMARY IS FOR 


CHILDREN AGES 18 MONTHS THROUGH 11 YEARS.” LDS CHURCH 


Visiting Our Cousin Larry Meneses 


In 1966, we visited our 
Cousin Larry Meneses, who 
was in hospital. While 
serving in Viet Nam, Larry 
had suffered a artillery hit, 
that injured his back. This 
injury caused severe 
damage to his spinal cord, 
leaving him paralyzed from 
the waist down. 


Larry was being 
hospitalized at the Long 
Beach Memorial Hospital. 


Front Row:G/Joria & Larry 
Meneses, Wendy Wood 
Back Row: Nancy Wood, 
Marcie & Cecilia Meneses, 


Grandpa & Carmen Lopez, 
Howard & Nancy, Cecilia 
Meneses, Gloria, Wendy, 
Marcie, and Becky Wood 


Visiting Dad’s Uncle Elmer, Bill, and Bob 


1969 - These photos 
are at Uncle Elmers’s 
house. 


All three of Grandma 
Wood’s brothers lived 
very close together in 
Orange County. Perhaps 
25 minutes from our 
house in Torrance. 


We would visit Dad’s 
uncles fairly often. 
Uncle Bill had a huge 
salt water aquarium, 
with the most 


fascinating fish. Front row: Wendy, Uncle Bill’s daughter, 
Ginger (7?) Back row: Uncle Bill, Mom, 
Aunt Viv (Uncle Bill’s wife), Cousin 


Front row: Bonnie Greenhalgh (Uncle Elmer’s wife), Cousin 
Jill, Mark, Wendy Back row: Jackie Greenhalgh (Uncle Bob’s 
wife) w/ someone’s 
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Uncle Jack & Aunt Gloria 


Our Uncle Jack & Aunt Gloria’s house was only about 3 miles 
away. After moving to the north end of Torrance, they would 
only be about a % mile away. We spent so many afternoons and 
evenings at their house. We loved swimming, then laying out on 
the cement, and playing Ping pong. 


Over the years, we had many Thanksgiving dinners at their 
house. We could count on Aunt Gloria’s turkey dinner w/ the 
trimmings and her signature oyster turkey stuff’n. 


Front row: Jill & Holly 
Back row: Uncle Jack & 
Aunt Gloria, Jackie, & 


Front row: Howard, Mark, 
and Wendy, Becky, jill 
Back row: Mom, Jackie, 
Uncle Jack, Holly, & Aunt 
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OUR MOVE TO THE NORTH END OF TORRANCE 


In 1971, we moved to the North part of Torrance. This three 
bedroom house was enormous to our small eyes. It was so well 
kept inside and out. The Buckleys, customers of Dad, were 
moving ... the house had a fantastic Dichondra lawn, lemon 
bushes, and other ferns and plants. 


We had huge stores, and the South Bay Shopping Center just 
blocks away. Going to the shops was always something for us to 
do together, and Wendy with her friends. 


Kara’s Birth 


May 9'", 1971 - Kara was born. 
Kara’s arrival must have been a 
dream come true. | say that 
because we all adored the 
baby, child, and young lady 
Kara was. 


Wendy & Kara shared a 
bedroom, which provided the 
opportunity for Wendy to give 
Kara her girly education. 


In addition, Wendy and | gave 
Kara her early education in 
reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. Kara hit school so 


Looks like an Easter Sunday 


Aunt Connie & family came for 
a visit. The little white 


Chihuahua’s name was Poppy. 


| am guessing this 
visit was around 
1973. 


Grandpa and 

Grandma didn’t visit 
too often, but it was 
So nice to see them. 


This was the summer 
that we went to June 
Lake, San Simeon, 
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of his BB gun. 


I! so love that smile 
of Wendy’s 


Music 


The song | associate with Wendy is the song “Windy”, 
by The Association. 


Wendy had once mentioned to me that she loved the song: 
“Crystal Blue Persuasion”, by Tommy James & the Shondells. 


The song: “Sugar, Sugar”, by 
the Archies was a fantastic hit 
in 1969. The record was a cut- 
out, and yes it did play very well 
on the record player, and I think 
we wore it out. 


Wendy’s slumber party with friends and cousin 
Becky 


Elementary & Middle Schools 


Wendy and Mark attended Perry Elementary School, about % 
mile away. In two-year’s time, Wendy was to attend Magruder 
Middle School, which was where | had started 6th grade at the 
time of our move to the north end of Torrance. Wendy and ! were 


1 % years apart in age, but 2 years difference in school. 
Perry Elementary School 


Our occasional “tussles” and “scraps” 


During our pre-teen 
years, Wendy and | had 
our clashes. What they 
were about, | have no 
idea, but | do have the 
vivid blurs of them 
happening. 


Wendy was no push over, 
and several times we had 
the occasional conflict 

that let to what seemed 
like a brief, but intense, 

all out fight. All | 
remember is the 

occasional scratches | 
suffered, and on one 
instance a new loaf of 
bread being thrown across 
the kitchen!! Can you 
imagine trying to explain to 
Mom or Dad how that new loaf of bread had gotten so smashed? 


Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory 


When the movie, Wi/ly Wonka & the 
Chocolate Factory came to the theatres in 
1971, Wendy, Mark, and myself couldn’t 
wait to see it. The movie was being shown 
in the South Bay Center’s theater #1, just 
across Hawthorne BI., which was about 3 
blocks away. 


Pretty, Cute, but Feisty 


With money in hand, we made our way to 
see what this movie is all about. I’m sure 
we would have loved it no matter what, 
but off we went. Yes, we did love it, and 
we really couldn’t get enough. When the 
movie ended, we were so thrilled and 
fascinated, that, we wanted to see it 


pe DAVIDL.WOLPER — 
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again. So, we just stayed seated and waited for the next 
Showing. We did this four times, and we would have stayed for 
more, but it was dinner time. Dinner was good, I’m sure, but with 
that taken care of, off we went back to the theater. After 
Showing our ticket stubs at the door, we took our seats and sat 
through the movie two more times!!! It’s amazing what you can 
get away with when you don’t know any different. 


Drive-in Theaters 


The Drive-in was how 
we Saw movies aS a 
family. It was cheaper, 
and actually more fun 
for us children. Before 
the movie started (at 
dusk) we played up 
near the screen where 
there was a playground. 
We could buy our 
popcorn at the 
concession stand, and 
perhaps a bit of candy. 
The speakers were the 
one big metal tank of a speaker that hung on the inside of a door 
window. It was fun. 


Our First Dates 


My closest friend, during my 8°" 
grade, was Vince Engen. We 
decided to make plans for a double 
date. Vince would ask Wendy and | 
would ask his sister, Tammy. Vince 
and | were in the 8*" grade, while 
Wendy and Tammy were in the 6" 
grade. 


The movie was saw was called “THE 
OTHER”. Yes, it was a horror movie. 
| can only remember how nervous | 
was in asking Tammy, | can only 
imagine Wendy being nervous as 
well on her fist date!! 

The trouble, with being so young, is 
that Your Parents do the driving to & 
from your dates. 


Wendy & Friends of Mine 


Teenage friends of mine: Lamont 
Mitchell, Gary Gowin, Craig 
Maderios, and Vince Engen all lived 
very near. Wendy seemed to get 
along with my friends rather well, 
but what teenage girl wouldn't. | 
know how much I enjoyed Wendy 
having her friends around. Even 
into our young adult years, Wendy 
continued to put up with my 
bringing Lamont, Dale Bench, or 
David Lang over for dinner, or just 
hanging out & watch T.V.. 


My friend Tim, who lived 


' j near 
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hospitality, was to come in 1982. This was when a new friend of 
mine, by the name of Judy, appeared on the scene. Judy seemed 


to rub Wendy absolutely the wrong way with her frequent 
telephoning. 
“Howard, that brat is on the phone, Again!” 


VACATIONS -- POST 1970 
June Lake, CA 


In the summer of 1973, we took a trip to the June Lake area. The 
week-long vacation included: Uncle Jack and his family, and 
Grandpa & Grandma Wood. What fun was it to be in those 
cabins!! 


In addition to June Lake, we went to Carmel, Monterey, San 
Simeon, and Santa Barbara. 


and Marl 


In this photo we are in 
San einoon CA Cousin Becky, Howard 
’ Wendy, Mark, and jill 
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Santa Cruz, CA 


On one visit to 
Sacramento, we took a trip i 
to Santa Cruz, with Aunt 3 
Connie & our cousins. 
Marriott’s Great America, a 
huge amusement park, was 
such loads of fun. 
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Left: Mark Wood, Anita, 
Theresa, 

Lisa & Connie Mora, Wendy 
Wood 


Beaver, Utah 

After our move to North Torrance, 
Nancy Ashworth would become 
Wendy’s earliest & most enduring 
friend. 


Wendy took a couple of trips to 
Utah, with Nancy and her family. 
One year, Wendy made a scrapbook 
of her trip to Beaver, with the 
Ashworth family. 


SEE THE APPENDIX FOR WENDY’S SCRAPBOOK. 


Nancy Ashworth & 
Wendv 


Aunt Stephanie Lopez’s “Presentation” - Sacramento, 
CA 


In a November 1978 letter to 
me, Wendy wrote, “Wel/ 
November 18th, Stephanie is 
having a Presentation for her 
16th birthday. It’s kinda like a 
wedding. She is all dressed in 
white and she has a line of 
couples (girls with their 
partners). Well, any way she 
invited me to be in it! I’m so 
excited! It’s a presentation 
kinda saying that she is ready 
to date. I'll be up there for the 
weekend Nov. 17, 18, and 19th. 
l’ll be coming home Sunday”. 


Wendy wrote me afterwards, “You 

know that Presentation in Wendy. Meeker, Step aie 
, Lopez, and Goria Meneses 

Sacramento that | was telling you 

about? It turned out so great! | had the greatest time there!! 


This guy that |! met there last summer, | saw [him] again while | 
was up there! He called me when | got back home. He’s really 
nice (fox!) too! Too bad he’s not Mormon, but I don’t really 
expect anything to happen with our relationship since he Is so 
far away and all. But it’s still nice to have a (fox!) guy to write 
to. Well now that you’ve heard about him. (I’m sure you don’t 
really care hearing about a foxy guy, Oh Well!) 


September 29th 2020 -- | 
contacted Stephanie and asked if 
she might have any photos of the 
Presentation and/or of Wendy. 
Stephanie was so kind to respond 
by email: “/'m sorry | couldn't 
help. I miss her. | miss her and 
wish | had a photo of her to share 
with everyone who should know 
how sweet, caring, loving, funny, 
talented, independent she was. 
Thank you for honoring her.” What 
a lovely reply, Thanks Stephanie. 


In a second email, Stephanie 
wrote, 

“1 forgot to mention how beautiful 
she was...! appreciate the pictures 
so much!! /’m in tears...happy tears...ShGedwdpa waméecK&to stay 
with me when she weney 

visited Sacramento. We always had 

lots of fun...Thanks you sooo much!! 

With Love, Aunt Stephanie 


Stephanie wrote back after reading a draft of Wendy’s 
biography, “/ Jove it! It took me longer than | thought to get 
through it with all of my tears getting in the way. 

These are such sweet memories, we were all so young. 

! can tell you worked diligently on this and poured love into it. 
You are a very strong person. 

/’m so grateful you contacted me and included this with me. | 
will always treasure it.” 


In the same Nov 1978 letter, Wendy wrote, “Last weekend / went 
to Gloria Villoria’s birthday party (two houses down from Gary 
Gowen [my friend]). | had a blast! They also had a dance floor 
there which was mostly disco. | learned how to disco that night, 
it was so fun! Gary Gowen and Richard [Richard Sandate was a 


friend of Gary and mine] was there too. | danced with Richard 
once. My muscles in my legs were so sore for two days!” 


A day trip to Mexico, with Mom, Mark, and Kara 


CHURCH ACTIVITIES 


The Dance Festival 
The Rose Bowl, Pasadena Ca. 


1976 - the Southern 
California Region organized a 
Dance Festival, which was 
held at the Rose Bowl. 


Wendy & many others, in our 
Ward, took part in this Dance 
Festival. | believe Mark took 

part the 1985 Dance Festival. 


The “Dancingest Denomination” 


Major historical commemorations, such as 
the 50th, 100th, and 150th anniversaries of 
the Church, help Latter-day Saints examine 
their past and celebrate their heritage. The 
longest ongoing tradition of celebrations in 
the Church centers on Pioneer Day, the 
anniversary of the day the first pioneer 
company entered the Salt Lake Valley—July 
24, 1847. The date has been celebrated by 
Latter-day Saints every year since. On the 
Jubilee (50th) anniversary in 1897, the 
celebration lasted six days. Today, Pioneer 
Day is celebrated worldwide with pageants, 
parades, music, and dance. 


The pinnacle of Latter-day Saint 

celebrations in the 20th century had to be 
the great dance festivals held in Salt Lake 
City between 1922 and 1975. Held in June 


SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 
AEN TENT, 
FEST EWAL 


ROSE BOWL 


JULY 24, 
1976 


in conjunction with the Mutual Improvement Association (MIA) 
conference, these festivals were made up of the best dance, 
drama, and music productions from throughout the Church. In 


1959, when 8,000 participated in a dance festival, a reporter 
dubbed Latter-day Saints the “dancingest denomination”. 


Wendy was quite active in 
the Torrance 2"? ward. 
She had lots of friends, 
and participated in the 
various activities on the 
ward & stake level. 
During her senior year, 
Wendy was president of 
the Young Women’s 
Laurel’s class* (16-18 
year olds) in the Torrance 
2"? Ward. 


(To the right) Wendy its 
pictured with three girls in 


her Laurel’s class. Rear row: Jamie DeChamplain, 
Philip Farr Front row: Wendy, 
* “The purpose of the Cre e 


Young Women organization its to guide and nurture young women 
as they become covenant women of God and to help each young 
woman be worthy to make and keep sacred covenants and 
receive the ordinances and blessings of the temple.” See the 
Young Women’s handbook 


Wendy received attendance certificates for both Primary, and 
Seminary. Wendy also graduated from Seminary in 1979. We had 
early morning Seminary, starting at 6am and ending at 6:50, just 
time enough to go home, eat breakfast and go to high school. 
There were four of us that lived very close together. Our parents 
took turn taking us “youth” to Seminary. Bro. Ashworth, Bro. 
Woodruff, and dad all took turns driving us to Seminary. 
Interestingly, all three parents had pick-up trucks, which meant 
we had four high schoolers in the front seat next to the driver. 
Seminary was a blast, with donuts on Fridays, and the girls 
wrapped in blankets (it being cold 
during the winter mornings). 


poy | 
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| Served as proxy in the performance of | 
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“Wendy served as proxy in the performance of baptisms for the 
dead*, on February 9th 1979, in the Los Angeles Temple.” 


*The LDS Church teaches that performing baptisms for the dead 
allows this saving ordinance to be offered on behalf of those who 
have died without accepting or knowing Jesus Christ or his teachings 
during their mortal lives” 


Regional Youth Conference* 


During Wendy’s senior year, she attended the LDS Regional 
Youth Conference. This Conference was a four day event. It 
started on a Thursday and finished on the Sunday. 


In an April of 1979 letter to me, Wendy wrote, “Wel/ this 
weekend is Youth Conference. | can’t wait! Thursday night is the 
first night of it. Thursday night: Jack West is going to talk at 
our fireside about Book of Mormon artifacts. Friday night: 
Dinner, Dancing, games & movies (it’s going to be like the Love 
Boat, on T.V... Saturday: Breakfast & film and a carnival (with 
retarded children, it should be a rewarding experience, and then 
that night a dance. Sunday: Testimony meeting.” 


In that the same letter, Wendy wrote, “Wel// kid I/’m sorry | didn’t 
write sooner, but I’m terrible about writing letters. But it was 
about time | sat down to write you. | just want you to know that | 
(we) love ya and miss you very much. Even though !/ haven’t 
written you lately doesn’t mean you’re never in my thoughts. | 
pray for you and all the other missionaries in the world that the 
Lord will protect you and help you along. Will 1 better let Kara 
talk to ya. Love ya Bunches, Wendy” 


In a December 1979 letter to me, Wendy wrote, “Christmas is in 
a couple of weeks and / still haven’t gone shopping yet! In one 
more week, Christmas vacation. Boy do / ever need a rest! 


This weekend is the Winter Formal, | can’t wait. | still haven’t 
even finished my dress yet. It’s long and it is rust with a ruffle 
along the neckline. Jimmy’s tux Is a light beige or cream color. 
It’s going to be on Saturday so it’s going to be a nice birthday 
present. 


Well, if | don’t hear from you before Christmas, Merry 
Christmas!! 

Here is a senior picture, sorry | didn’t send it to you sooner! 

Well take care and don’t get too run-down, get plenty of sleep by 
going to bed early.” 


* “The purposes of youth conferences are to help youth build 
faith in Jesus Christ, strengthen their testimonies, develop 
talents, make new friends, and have fun with youth who share 
similar beliefs and standards. Youth can also learn leadership 
skills as they assist in planning youth conferences.” LDS website 


BoY FRIENDS 
Yes boyfriends. 


Wendy had several boyfriends during, and after, her high school 
years. A few of which | remember: Tim Bradshaw, Keith Hawkes, 
Bob Miller, and Steve Meschler. 


Tim Bradshaw 


Tim Bradshaw lived in Lomita, and attended 
the Lomita 1°%' Ward. Tim had a sister, Katie, 
though | don’t know how well Wendy knew 
her, but she was at the Young Adult dances 
in the early/mid 1980s. | mention Katie only 
because | had a crush on her. 


On one occasion, Tim and Wendy had taken 
a fall over an embankment or ridge in Tim’s 
car, somewhere in Palos Verdes. Wendy had 
some bruises, but “none the less for wear”. 


Sometime after Wendy’s death, Tim Bradshaw and | became 
good friends, and would often go to the young adult dances. We 
travelled far and wide, had a great time hanging out at the Bob 
Big Boys or Cocos after the dances. Tim and | are still in contact, 
thanks to FaceBook. 


Keith Hawkes 


Wendy dated Keith in her 
freshman year. Keith was a tall 
lad, he was 6’3”, and by the end 
of his mission, Keith grown 
another 2 inches. 


He played high school baseball at G& 
High, when he and his family moved into the Torance. 


Keith and | were the same age, and we both left on our Missions 
on the same day. He went to Costa Rica. 


Our Double Dating 


Wendy and her close friend, a MORMON NIGHT 
Jenny Mantecon, had arranged a Sed ‘Disneyland 
double date to Disneyland. CE Sox nimi d ATTEN on or na 
Wendy was dating Keith Peas A anen 7, 1076 di Om re 
Hawkes, and | found myself Be OU:t OWN PRIVATE PART} AT DISNEYLAND 
taking Jenny to Disneyland. /’m a. Lo, cas 


sure there was a bit of closed 
door chatter, between Wendy & 
Jenny, leading up to me asking Jenny. 


We then had a few more double dates together. Two were just 
dinner, and one was a dinner & movie. 


On one particular double date, we had dinner in the southern 
part of Torrance, also known as Riviera Village. Nestled next to 
Torrance Beach & Redondo beach, there were lots of good eating 
Shops and restaurants. Where & what we had for dinner, | cannot 
remember. But what | do remember is where & what we did 
afterwards ... | conversed with Jenny just four years ago (2016), 
and she also remembered that night very well. 


Keith had driven us to a very remote area 
of Rancho Palos Verdes, just 20 minutes 
from where we had eaten. So we parked. 
Keith & Wendy had left Jenny and! alone 
in the car, then some 20 - 30 minutes 
later, with windows extremely steamed, 
they came knocking at the door. That’s 
all that I’ll say, other than nothing 
beyond kissing went on. Without any 
previous arrangements, Jenny & | then 


took a walk and left Keith & Wendy alone. How barren the 
countryside seemed at night, all open fields. 


| remember the ride home so well, | felt 
sick to my stomach, not from the guilt of Jenny Mantecon 


making-out, but from Jenny’s blasted cherry flavoured lip gloss 
... | guess | could only take so much of it ... 


SEE APPENDIX FOR PICTURES OF WENDY’S FORMAL SCHOOL DANCES. 


High School Dances 


Winter Fob MWallew/ Jimmy 


Sadie Hawkins Dance - w/ Keith Hawkes 


In an April 1979 letter to me, 
Wendy wrote, “Last weekend 
Nancy, Doreen & me went to 
Palm Springs, it was great! 


We had a fine Easter! Kara got 
a new Easter dress and she 
sang in Sunday School.” 


Steve Meschler 


While | was on my Mission, Wendy 
wrote me about meeting Steve 
and the activities they did 
together. 


In a December 1979 letter, Wendy 
wrote: “Have / written to ya and 


‘ 
told you about Steve? | think | have. Oh we af cust 
guy, funny too! I’ve been seeing him 
One thing | like about him is that he always takes me places, He 
even took me hot air ballooning. Steve had mentioned hot air 
ballooning before, but didn’t take me before 


Christmas, and | mentioned it 
to my boss and my boss gave 
me a free ticket for a balloon 
ride as my Christmas present. 
So now !/ still have that ticket 
for a free hot air balloon ride! 
Oh, for sure when you get back 
we will have to go for a ride! 
It’s so neat! | love It.” 


Going places with Steve 


Sf ; 


Wendy went on to write, “We//, has Dad written much about 
Delilah and him. Well those two seem to be getting along pretty 
good! | know Delilah wants to marry him, but you know Dad, it 
takes him a long time to make those Big decisions! Well, did Dad 
tell you | was thinking about moving out? Well, that won't be till 
at least, maybe the end of March [1980], because ! still have to 
get me acar still. That retarded Vega hasn’t ran since the 
summer, so I’ve been riding Mark’s bike to work except this 
month, I’ve been getting rides to and from work. It’s really an 
inconvenience for me and everybody. Well, how do you get to 
and from in this weather lately?” 


In a April 1980 letter to 
me, Wendy wrote: ”... 
Saturday | went to a 
dodger game, they /ost 2- 
0 to the Astros. Steve 
Meschler took me. | had a 
blast, then afterwards we 
went to this place in L.A., 


El Tepeyac is the restaurant 
Wendy & Steve had gone to. 


Boyle Heights, | think it was, and we got these huge burritos, 
they were unreal!” 


Wendy went on to write, in that same letter, “Besides that I’ve 
been working at A.R.C. Inc., it has been a year now. |am 
thinking about applying over at the air lines. | can get flying 
benefits there! 


Well, |!am going to have to get a car. The Vega doesn’t even 
work, and it hasn’t for almost a year now. And / don’t want to 
put my money in that piece of junk especially when | want a 
good, reliable car. 


The only thing that keeps me sane is Steve Meschler. I’ve been 
seeing Steve for about 7 months (my record!) This guy ts really 
neat. He’s not a member of the Church, but what can! say, | 
haven’t found any decent guys in the Church. Well, except Steve 
Beck, in Carson Ward, he called me a couple of weeks ago and 
we went for a ride on his motorcycle, but that | guy Is too 
unpredictable. Before he called me a couple of weeks ago! 
hadn’t heard from him in almost a year. The only reason he 
called me was because he saw me at Jenny’s wedding and 
noticed that I didn’t have a date with me, even though he was 
with his semi girlfriend you could say, because he has been 
going with her for about five years on and off. | just don’t know 
what to do about him because / have always been crazy about 
him, but yet he is not worth losing Steve Meschler over. I’ve 
never gotten along with a guy as well before as |! do Steve M. 
Well, enough about my romances. I'll live | guess.” 


Steve Sax 


Sometime after Wendy 
& Steve Meschler had 
broken up, Wendy had 
gotten to know Steve 
Sax, the 2"? baseman 
for the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

Wendy, with her 
friends, Nancy & 
Doreen, went to a few 


bar-b-ques at Steve Sax’s house. | think they had a blast going 
to the ballgames and hanging out a bit with some of the players. 


At the park, with Nancy Ashworth 


VOCATIONAL SCHOOL & EMPLOYMENT 


In a November 1978 letter to me, 

Wendy wrote, “School in kind of a 

pain! But I'll live. Then I got SCROC. F 

I’m finally starting to understand a SoCal ROC 
lot more now. We had an open house 

at SCROC last Wednesday Dad, Kara and me went, it was alright, 
/ guess!” 


After graduating from North High, 
Wendy did attend SCROC (Southern 
California Regional Occupational Center). 
Located in Torrance, this is a vocational 
school. Wendy completed her courses 
and graduated with a degree in 
Computer operations/Programing. She Punaintends Ware 
was trained for the IBM s/360 model 30 used 

computer. Computers were very primitive *9 ‘727 data 

in these early years .... 


After graduating from North 
High, in 1979, Wendy worked 
at Antonio’s Pizza (truly a 
landmark, so popular, sadly 
it has been closed now for 
the past 30+ years). It was 
just blocks from the house. 


Sometime later, Wendy then 
started work for A.R.C. 
Document Solutions, a 
company near the Court 
House in Torrance. Not 
having a car, Wendy had to use Mark’s bicycle. 


Wendy’s last job was with Northrop Grumman. Wendy worked 
at the Whittier facility, just of the 605 freeway. Her job title was 
“Data Clerk”, and was paid $246/week. In 1982, this salary was 
50% above the minimum wage. Wendy worked at Northrop for 


almost 2 years before her death. This was a real corporate job, 
with full benefits. 


SEE APPENDIX TO SEE FEW NORTHROP DOCUMENTS. 


Typical day, after working at Northrope 


The drive to Whittier was a 45 minute commute, if the traffic was 
light, no telling if it was heavy. The drive, plus her working for 8 
hours would make anyone tired, and Wendy was no exception. 


Earlier in this biography, Wendy wrote how her legs were shot 
for 3 days after an evening of dancing, well working full time at 
Northrope also took a toll on Wendy’s legs. | remember quite 
well how tired Wendy was at the end of her workday. After 
taking her shoes off, Wendy would plop herself on the sofa, and 
politely ask me “Would you mind messaging my legs ... 
Please///” 


As l’m writing this, I’m 61 years old, and I’m thrilled to death 
when | get a brief back scratch by , Helen (who | do love deeply). 


Sewing as a Hobby 


In addition to Wendy’s computer courses at SCROC, 
Wendy also took fashion design at El Camino 
Community College. 


In the Fashion Show program, Wendy is listed as in 
Advance Clothing Construction class. | remember 
so well Wendy making clothes. This was very 
common in the 70s. 


EL CAMINO COLLEGE 
FASHION SHOW 
MAY 25, 1982 


You can see me using 
a the sewing machine, 
al and yes, Wendy’s hobby 
BE YOUR OWN DESIGNER did rub off on me a bit 


EL CAMINO COLLEGE HOME ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT 
PRESENTS 
THEIR ANNUAL SPRING FASHION SHOW 
MODELS (in alphabetical order) 
BEGINNING CLOTHING CONSTRUCTION (HEc 22A) 


INSTRUCTOR: Karen Robinette 
Grace Underwood 


Sheryl Anderson Agnes McKindley 

Russ Bankson Denise Nims 

Para Berdos Cindy Nishihira 

Suzanne Borden Sherrei Philips 

Cecilia Caderoa Patti Sakatani (model for 
Irma Green Russ Bankson) 

Theresa Delores Green Holly Takahashi 

Martha Hudson Deborah Weeks 


ADVANCED CLOTHING CONSTRUCTION (HEc 228) 
INSTRUCTOR: Elena Arizoian 
Chris Wisdom 


ey SES’ AND JUNIOR DRESS IN TWO LENGTHS 


Lorraine Buntjer Danette Varner 
Joan Martin Milly Wilson 
Teri Mussack 2S Wendy Wood 


TAILORING (HEc 24) 
INSTRUCTOR: Elena Arizoian 


WENDY’S DEATH 


Wendy died on September 
6'", 1983. What is there to 
Say, we were so sadden and 
missed her sweet spirit. Here 
are the bare facts: One late 
night, Wendy had ran into a 
parked truck & trailer. Wendy 
was driving a little blue 
Honda Civic. 


The big truck was parked illegallWendWsiieandia Agervery in 
Carson. It was very late that UTA a 

evening, as Wendy and cousin 

Becky had been out for the evening. 


CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


“STATE rue KUMBER ~ LOCAL REGISTRATION Dit rect “AND CI CERTIFICATE NUMBER 


Ta. NAME OF DECEDENT——FIRST | 18. MIDDLE “Tic, tast 2A. DATE OF DEATH «wontn. par, veany 2B. nous 
Wendy a | Wood ‘ i Septe mber 6, 1985 | | 0037 
3. SEX 4. RACE/ETHNICITY 5. SPANISH/HISPANIC | 6. DATE OF BIRTH 7. AGE ty UNDER T YEAR IF UNDER 24 )wouRs 
Se os he MEM ee Me ae! ee ae ee 2 eee pars wouRs MINUTES 
Female white io December 10, 1960 22 vss i 1 


DECEDENT 8. BimtHPLace Of DECEDENT (STATE OR | 9. NAME AND BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER 10. BintN NAME AND MIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER 


PEATA | |. Gaiifornia | Howard Edwin Wood, Utah 


Vi. Crrizen oF WHat Counter 


‘U.S.A. 


1S. Primary OccuraTION 


Nancy Lopez, California _ 
14. NAME OF SURVIVING SPOUSE (ir wirt, ENTER 
Bin TH WAMED 


16. Numork oF Years 17, EMPLOYER (IF SELF-EMPLOYED, SO STATED 18. Kino OF InDURTHY OF BusINEsS 


THIS OCCUPATION 


12, Sociat Security NuMeER 13. Mamitac Status 
==) Never Married 
nt 


Courier Northrup Aircraft Co _Air Construction 
TDA. USUAL RESIDENCE—STRECT ADDRESS (STRECT AND NUMBER OR LOCATION) Oy 19C, City of Town 
_ |18119 Regina ! Torrance 
RESIDENCE | 19D. county Tue STATE 20. NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT — RELATIONSHIP 
A Los Angeles | California Howard Wood - Father 
21A. PLACE OF DEATH TB COUNTY 18119 Regina Ave 
PLACE Harbor-UCLA Medical Center L Los Angeles Torrance, CA 90504 
DEATH ZIC. STREET ADDRESS (STREET AND NUMBER OR LOCATION) i} 21D. CITY OR TOWN 
1000 W. Carson | Torrance 
22, DEATH WAS CAUSED BY: CENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER LINE FOR A, B, AND C) i seating 24. was DEATH REPORTED 


io CORO 


«) Multiple Blunt Force Injuries APPHOR!: B5-11161 


IMMEDIATE CAUSE 


_ oe mare 

CAUSE onsiac ie oan alas DUE TO. OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF INTERVAL 25. Was Biorsy Pexrowmen? 

WHICH GAVE RISE TO BETWEEN 
DEATH =| re mugoure cause. ) (py ONSET No 

STATING THE UNDER: DUE TO, OF AS A CONSEQUENCE OF pety — [26. was Avrorsy Preronmeo? 

LYING CAUSE Last 

(c) No 
23. OrHER CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING BUT NOT RELATED TO THE IMMEDIATE Cause OF DEATH 27. WAS OPERATION PERFORMED FOR ANY CONDITION IN ITEMS 22 OR 23° 
TYPE OF OPERATION DATE 
Yeft Thoragotomy §-6-83 

2BA. 1 Certity THat ‘DEATH OCCURRED AT THE HouR, DATE] ZBB, PHYSICIAN—SIGNATURE AND DEGREE Om TITLE T28C. are siento [280 PHYSICIAN'S LICENSE NUMBER 
PHYS. AND PLACE STATED FROM THE CAUSES STATED. I H 
CIAN'S 1 ATTENDED DECEDENT SINCE | I Last Saw DECEOENT ALIVE| Bi . ‘ies a Bata! 

CERTIFICA- (ENTER MO. BA. VR.) 1 (ENTER MO, DA. YR.) =| 28E, TYPE PHYSICIAN'S NAME AND ADDRESS 
TION | | 
I —— 

29. SPECIFY ACCIDENT. SUICIDE, ETC. 30, PLACE OF INJURY 31. tnsury AY work | 32A. DATE OF IMauey™ MONTH Day. rar fe HOUR 
INJURY Accident Street No September 5s 1983 EI 2345 
FORMA- ee 

Son , 33. LOCATION (STREET AND NUMBER OR LOCATION AND CITY OR TOWN) 34. DESCRIBE HOW INJURY OCCURRED (EVENTS WHICH RESULYED IN INJURY) 
: i * 
CORONER'S| 22900 S- Normandie Avenue, Torrance Driver of Auto vs Fixed Jeot ; 

Ouey 35A. 1 CERTIFY THAT DEATH OCURRED AT THE HOUR, DATE AND PLACE STATED Feou | 35B. CORONER—SIGNATURE AND DEGREC OF MTLE 35C. daTE sicneo 

THE CAUSES STATED. AS Requineco BY Law I HAVE HELO AN (I INVESTIGATION) 

: | Deputy Coroner 9-7-83 


y 


36 = 37. DATE—sowmTH. bay. YEAR | 38. NAME AND ADDRESS OF CEMETERY OR Bake i Pedro CA 
Burial Sept 12, 1983 |Green Hills Memorial Park, 27501 So. 


40A NAME OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR (OR PERSON ACTING AS SUCH) | 40B. LICENSE NO. Al. Locat wecy 


Pierce Brothers Del Fox F1044 
B. 


Barwa) LICENSE NOMQZP AND SIGNATURE YAS 


Wester 


STATE 
REGISTRAR 


The Funeral 


Wendy’s funeral was held at our Stake Center, on Artesia BI., in 
Torrance. The chapel was absolutely full to capacity. Wendy had 
lots of friends in the Church, at work, and from school. We had 
lots of relatives, from Sacramento, Salt Lake City, and Phoenix. 


| gave the opening prayer and Wendy’s eulogy. | remember how 
hard it was to give that talk, | was filled with so much emotion, 
having my suffered my greatest loss. The tears flowed and my 
voice quivered. 


The pallbearers were: Uncles Dick, Uncle Jack, Steve Meschler 
(Wendy’s last boyfriend), Jeff Beck (Nancy Ashworth’s boyfriend), 
Al Ashworth (Nancy Ashworth’s dad), and myself. Mark was on 
his Mission, and could not attend. | can only imagine how he 
suffered, by not having that closure. 


With the L.A. Sheriffs providing escort, we made our way to 
Green Hills Memorial Park, which was about 5 miles away. 


In Loving Memory vf 


Gramily Prayer Wendy Wood 

Howard G. Wood Born 

Dec. 10, 1960, Torrance, Calif. 
Passed Atay 

Sept. 5, 1983, San Pedro ,Culif. 


Pallbearers 
Howard G. Wood Jeff Bates 


Richard F. Wood Steve Meshler 
Services 


John G. Wood Albert Ashworth 
Monday, Sept. 12, 1983, 10:00 a.m. 
Torrance Second Ward Chapel 
Auteriment The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
Green Hills Memorial Park Presiding - Bishop Robert P. Jones 
Dedication of Grave - Bishop Robert P. Jones Organist - Betty Lawrence 
Vocal Solo - “The Lord’s Prayer” 
Directors 


Soloist - Marcene Woodruff 

Invocation - Bishop Eldon H. Moigan 
Eulogy - Howard G. Wood 

Speaker - Bishop Thomas C. Jackson 
Vocal Solo - ‘I Need Thee Every Hour” 
Benediction - Richard F. Wood 


Romer P. Bell, June Knights Nadle, Tom Bird & Larry Davis 
Pierce Brothers Del Fox Mortuary 


Green Hills Memorial Park 
Rancho Palos Verdes, Los Angeles, California, 
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OUR BELOVED 
DAUGHTER - SISTER - FRIEND 


WEN DY WOOD 
DEC. 10,1960 — SEPT- 6. 1983 


LOVE: YOU" ALWAYS 


Re 


